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Dear SASPP 2026 Congress Attendee 
 
We cannot wait to welcome you to the 54th Biennial Congress of the Southern African Society for 
Plant Pathology at the Premier Splendid Inn Umhlanga, KwaZulu Natal in January 2026.  
This document aims to assist in your general planning, and we trust that it will ensure an 
enjoyable stay. 
 

CONGRESS VENUE 
 
Premier Splendid Hotel Umhlanga, Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa  
Congress venues:  Premier Splendid Inn, 10th Floor 

 
DIRECTIONS 
 
Premier Hotel Umhlanga and Premier Splendid Inn Umhlanga street address:   
7 Umhlanga Ridge Blvd, Umhlanga, Durban 
Please visit the Premier Hotel Umhlanga website for a map and detailed directions. 

 
WEATHER CONDITIONS 
 
SASPP 2026 will take place in January, which is high summer in South Africa with high humidity 
in KZN.  Daily temperatures range between 20°C and 30°C.  Refer to the Durban weather forecast 
for the congress week.  Please bring your umbrella for rain or sunburn. 
 

ARRIVAL and REGISTRATION  
 
Congress Registration hours: 
 
Sunday 18 January 2026:  14:00 – 17:30 (Splendid Inn, Ground floor foyer) 
     18:00 – Welcome Function (Splendid Inn, 10th floor) 
Monday 19 January 2026:  07:30 – 16:30 (10th floor Reception) 
Tuesday 20 January 2026:  07:30 – 16:30 (10th floor Reception) 
Wednesday 21 January 2026:  07:30 – 16:30 (10th floor Reception) 
 
Delegates will receive a registration bag and name tag upon registration including drink tickets 
for evening functions.  Please check your tickets at registration and keep it safe.  A cash bar will 
also be available at the functions. You are requested to wear your name tag at all times. 
 
Presenters with oral presentations on Monday 19 January 2026, should upload their final 
presentations on Sunday during registration hours (14:00 – 17:00) at the registration desk.  
Please ask to be directed to the laptop for upload.  See further information on page 2. 
 

https://www.premierhotels.co.za/umhlanga/contact
https://www.accuweather.com/en/za/umhlanga-rocks/305603/january-weather/305603?year=2026
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PAYMENTS AND CANCELLATIONS 
 
Pre-payment of Congress registration is required. If payment has not been received or no written 
arrangements with purchase order or authorisation letter have been made, you will not be 
allowed to attend the congress. 
 
Substitute delegates will be accommodated until 9 January 2026 if information is provided in 
writing to the organisers.  
 
ACCOMMODATION CHECK-INS 
 
Check-in time at Premier Hotel Umhlanga and Splendid Inn Umhlanga is at 14:00.   
 
PARKING AND Wi-Fi CONNECTIVITY 
 
Ample parking is available at the venue.   
Wi-Fi will be available and delegates will receive this information upon arrival. 
 
AIRPORT SHUTTLES AND GENERAL TRANSPORT 

 
For Airport transfers, please find below details of companies providing airport shuttles.  
Travel for Change:  https://travelforchange.co.za/ 
Contact:  info@travelforchange.co.za; Tel:  +27 83 794 2638 
 
Pogiso’s Tours: https://www.pogisostours.co.za/ 
Contact: info@pogisostours.co.za; Tel: +27 63 439 1928 
 
Syavaya Shuttles: https://syavayatours.com/ 
Contact: info@syavaya.co.za; Tel: +27 82 213 3997 
 
Please only use accredited providers 
 
PROGRAMME, ORAL AND POSTER PRESENTATIONS 
 
The provisional programme is available on the congress website and the final version will be 
made available in the week before the congress. 
 
Oral presentation ratio must be set to 16:9. Please upload your presentation in the Congress 
venue to which you have been assigned, one day before you present.   
 
Presentations on day 1 (Monday) should be uploaded at the registration desk on Sunday 18 
January.  There will be folders on the desktop to upload files to your specific venue and session. 
Please double check the venue where you are presenting which will appear on the final 
programme.  
Please save your file starting with presentation Day (19/20/21), Surname e.g. 19_Jones. (refer 
to the programme for your presentation date). 
 
Oral Presentation: slots are 12 minutes with 3 minutes for Questions and Answers, i.e. 15 
minutes per presentation. 

https://travelforchange.co.za/
mailto:info@travelforchange.co.za
https://www.pogisostours.co.za/
mailto:info@pogisostours.co.za
https://syavayatours.com/
mailto:info@syavaya.co.za
https://saspp2026.carlamani.com/?page=j1_5
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Keynote Speaker:  Presentation slots are 30 minutes and includes time for Questions and 
Answers. 
 
Poster sessions can be viewed on the Congress programme. Posters can be set up on Sunday 
18 January 2026 during the welcome function and on Monday morning 19 January before 08:00. 
All posters will be set up and remain on the boards for the duration of the congress. 
 
All posters must be removed on Wednesday 21 January – time for removal will be confirmed at 
the congress. 
 
Poster Speedtalk Session: Tuesday, 20th January, Session 12. Speakers who have indicated 
their intent to deliver a poster speedtalk should line up in order of their poster number before the 
session begins. Talks will proceed rapidly, with each presenter following immediately after the 
previous one. Each presenter will have a 2-minute allocation. 
  
SOCIAL FUNCTIONS AND DINNERS 

 
All social functions will be held at the congress venue - 10th Floor Premier Splendid Inn. 
 
The Welcome Function will be held on Sunday 18 January 2026 at 18:00.  
 
Monday 19 January: After the congress proceedings, all can join in the fun of the Stark Ayres 
Quiz Night and on Tuesday 20 January, it will be time for the Braai and Mildenhall Stakes.  
 
The Congress Dinner will be held on Wednesday 21 January.   
 
In addition to the drink tickets that you’ll receive, a cash bar with soft drinks, wine and beer will 
be available at all evening functions. 
 
WHAT TO PACK 
 
The dress code for the Congress is smart casual.   
Dress code for the Congress Gala Dinner: “Dress up for a good night in Durban”, traditional or 
contemporary outfits inspired by Zulu and Indian culture — bright colours encouraged! 
 

INFORMATION FOR VISITORS TO SOUTH AFRICA 
  
Safety 
South Africa is a wonderful country with a wide diversity of cultures, a rich history and 
magnificent natural beauty. 
Below are a few points to keep in mind when traveling in South Africa. 

• It is advisable to take the normal safety precautions, such as planning your route, not 
walking alone after dark. 

• South Africans drive on the left side of the road, and at a roundabout always yield to the 
right. 
 

Time Zone 
The time zone in South Africa is South African Standard Time (SAST): GMT/ UTC+2 
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We are 6 hours ahead of New York and 2 hours ahead of the United Kingdom. 
Currency 
Local currency is the South African Rand (ZAR). Credit cards can be used for most expenses with 
Visa and Mastercard as the most commonly used cards in South Africa. Everything in South Africa 
must be paid in local currency. ATMs are in abundance in the shopping malls for you to draw 
money. Please note that it is not advised to draw money at street ATMs. If you need to exchange 
currency, this can be done at the airport. 
 
Power 
Electricity supply is at 220/230 V and 50 Hz (http://www.kropla.com/electric2.htm). 

 

PASSPORTS & VISAS 
 
Passports: Please note that you must have two blank pages in your passport next to each other 
to enter the country.   
 
Visa: Please check your visa requirements as well as recommended vaccinations from your 
country. Should you need assistance with your visa application, please send a copy of your 
passport and your proof of payment to saspp2026@carlamani.com and we will send you a letter 
to accompany your application. Please note that we cannot supply said letter without proof of 
payment. 
 
For further information and assistance please contact: 
South African Department of Home Affairs, 0800 60 11 90 (toll free from South Africa); or your 
local South African Embassy. 
 
EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
National emergency call centre Toll free: 10177  /  112 (from any cell phone) 
Ambulance:    (Netcare) 082 375 5939 / 082911 
Poison Information Centre:  0861 555 777 
Lifeline:  021 461 1113 
Hospitals:     
 
NETCARE uMhlanga Hospital 
323 uMhlanga Rocks Dr, Umhlanga, Durban, 4320 
+27 31 560 5500  
 
Busamed Gateway Private Hospital 
36-38 Aurora Dr, Umhlanga Rocks, uMhlanga, 4319 
+27 31 492 1130 (General number) 
+27 31 492 1234 (24 Hour Emergency Unit) 
 
LOGISTICS 
 
Emergency logistic contact:  Carla de Jager  

 +27 83 376 2368 
 
We look forward to welcoming you at SASPP 2026!   

http://www.kropla.com/electric2.htm
mailto:saspp2026@carlamani.com
http://www.dha.gov.za/
http://www.dirco.gov.za/webmissions/
https://goo.gl/maps/XDdPi5KwdvQ2
https://goo.gl/maps/XDdPi5KwdvQ2
tel:0514046666
tel:+27514046225

